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Level of Competency 
(of Big Ideas and Core Competencies in relation to grade level standards)

 

 
 

 
 

Emerging 

Child is acquiring skills 
and knowledge with 
teacher direction and 
support.  

"I am just getting started. 
I learn best with help." 

Developing 

Child is developing 
skills and demonstrating 
knowledge with some 
support and some 
independence.  

"I am starting to get it.” 

“I get some of it, and I am 
doing more on my own.”  

Applying 

Child is independently 
applying skills and 
demonstrating 
knowledge with 
proficiency.  

"I get it, and I can do most 
on my own."  

Extending 

Child is taking 
ownership of learning & 
self-initiates innovative 
ways to apply skills.  

"I really get it and can 
teach others how to do it.” 

“I go beyond what is 
expected of me.”  

Your Child’s Report Card 

Information for Parents 

Communicating Student Learning 

What’s new with feedback, assessment & reporting? 

Helen Gorman Elementary has been 
excited to be developing new ways to 
improve your child’s learning experience 
at school. For the past year, we have 
been focused on: 

• giving students better feedback so 
that they know how to improve; and 

• revamping our reporting process to 
give students and families more val-
uable information. 

Through strong feedback and evidence of 
learning, our goal is to clearly communi-
cate your child’s successes as well as 
their next steps in their learning journey.  

Improving learning by giving 
helpful feedback 

New ways of providing feedback are 
necessary to support learning for all stu-
dents. Stronger forms of feedback also 
will help students better learn BC’s rede-
signed curriculum. Students will know: 

• where they are in their learning; 

• what they are working toward; 

• how to become active participants in 
the process - students will collect, 
reflect on, and share their learning. 

What does this mean for my child’s 
report card? 

HGE students will received a Learning 
Growth Summary at the end of each 
term. The Learning Growth Summary 
looks different than a report card. The 
Learning Growth Summary will look like 
the feedback that your child has been 
receiving and self-assessing in class.  

On the first term Learning Growth Sum-
mary, your child’s progress for each part 
of BC’s curriculum will be described 
using our language of feedback: emerging, 
developing, applying, and extending. The 

language means what your child can under-
stand, know, and do.  

For K-3 Students 

Instead of seeing the old performance stand-
ards (ie, “Not Yet Meeting Expectations,” 
Minimally Meeting Expectations, etc.), 
your child’s report card will include our 
new language of feedback found above. 

For Grade 4-5 Students 

Our staff’s experience as well as significant 
research shows that letter grades are a de-
motivating factor in student learning. Stu-
dents tend to put forth least amount of ef-
fort to acquire the best possible grade. In-
stead of letter grades, Gr. 4-5 students will 
receive the language found above. 
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Please see the sample Learning Growth 
Summary on the next page for more in-
formation. For additional information 
about the reasons behind our shift in as-
sessment, please see the Frequently Asked 
Questions section of this document. 

You can learn more about 

your child’s learning from 

their FreshGrade Portfolio 



Your child’s progress for each 
part of BC’s Curriculum will be 
described using our language of 
feedback: emerging, devel-
oping, applying, and ex-
tending. These words are used 
daily in class, and you will 
notice them in your child’s 
FreshGrade portfolio as well as 
on assignments which are sent 
home. The language means 
what your child can understand, 
know, and do. This language is 
not meant to be compared to 
letter grades. “Extending” does 
not mean “A” or “Exceeding 
Expectations,” and “Applying” 
does not mean “B” or “Meeting 
Expectations.” Instead, the lan-
guage indicates where students 
currently stand in their learn-
ing. 

Your child’s FreshGrade portfo-
lio and/or Learning Growth 
Summary will have additional 
comments of: 

• what your child is working 
toward, any interventions 
your child may require, 
and ways to further sup-
port your child’s learning;  

• how your child interacts 
with peers, the ability to 
be personally aware and 
responsible, and the con-
tributions to the classroom, 
school, and community; 
and  

• how your child approaches 
the learning process. 

The sample Learning Growth Summary below is for a fictional Helen Gor-
man student named Jane Doe. The purpose of the sample is to help families 
become familiar with our redesigned language of feedback and assessment. 
Please note that this sample is a draft, and there might be slight adjustments 
to the final product before first term summaries go home on December 17. 

Understanding My Child’s Learning Growth Summary 



Frequently Asked Questions 

If you have questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact the 

school at 250-870-5116 or by email at hge@sd23.bc.ca. 

Feedback, Assessment & Reporting 

Is Helen Gorman the only school 
rethinking assessment and reporting 
in this way? 

In 2016, BC’s Ministry of Education gave 
districts and schools throughout the prov-
ince permission to rethink student report-
ing as a way to support the implementation 
of the redesigned curriculum. Since then, 
elementary and middle schools all over the 
Central Okanagan have introduced 
strengths-based language into their assess-
ment and reporting methods. With our 
redesign, the Helen Gorman staff seek to 
provide your child with the high quality 
assessment practices supported by research 
and widely used throughout our district 
and the province. 

How can I find out more about BC’s 
redesigned curriculum?

 

British Columbia’s curriculum has been 
redesigned around an “Understand-Know-
Do” model to support a competency-
driven, concept-based approach to learn-
ing. Information about BC’s redesigned 
curriculum can be found on the HGE web-
site or downloaded here. 

• BC Curriculum Brochure 

• BC Core Competencies 

 

Why won’t Grade 4-5 students have 
letter grades on their Learning 
Growth Summaries? 

Our move to strengths-based language is 
supported by key findings in research 
which show that letter grades: 

• diminish students’ interest in whatever 
they are learning; 

• create a preference for the easiest pos-
sible task; and 

• reduce the quality of students’ think-
ing. 

Also, letter grades are not compatible with 
the competency-based, concept-driven 
approach to learning found in “Understand-
Know-Do” model of BC’s redesign curricu-
lum. For these reasons, our strength-based 
language will appear on Learning Growth 
Summaries of grade 4 and 5 students in-
stead of letter grades. Additional infor-
mation about the importance of our shift in 
assessment can be downloaded on the HGE 
website or downloaded here. 

• Alfie Kohn, The Case Against Grades 

• Edutopia, 4 Reasons for Going Grade-
less 

• Jordan Tinney, What Do Grades Have 
To Do With Performance? 

If you have questions about your child’s 
learning growth summary, please have a 
conversation with the classroom teacher to 
help bring clarity to the assessment and 
reporting process. If after speaking to the 
teacher grade 4 or 5 parents still have ques-
tions about their child’s assessment, they 
may request letter grades from the school 
principal, Rob Aviani. 

When will I see my child’s first 
Learning Growth Summary? 

HGE has three formal reporting periods. 
The first Learning Growth Summary goes 
home on December 17th.  

Is the new language of feedback all 
about a different report card? 

Not at all. Significant gains in student 
learning can be achieved through quality 
assessment practices. Our staff are working 
to meet the criteria for quality communica-
tion of student learning. 

• Clear learning intentions - “I know what 
I am learning and why it is important.” 

• Meaningful learning experiences - “I 
am developing a deep understanding of my 
learning.” 

• Authentic evidence of learning - “I can 
select and provide evidence that best repre-
sents where I am in my learning.” 

• Student ownership of learning - “I know 
how I learn best and actively seek opportu-
nities to grow.” 

• Thoughtful, descriptive feedback - “I 
can give and receive feedback to understand 
how to take the next steps in my learning.” 

 

If you have questions or comments, please 
contact Rob Aviani (principal) at 250-870-
5116 or at Rob.Aviani@sd23.bc.ca. 
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